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1 Somebody Waiting 

 

Teaching Objectives 

1. Functions: Asking about & expressing impressions 

2. Grammatical points: Pre-determiners/indefinite pronouns some, both, any, each, etc.; 

everywhere, nowhere, etc.  

3. Vocabulary: see … off, give … an embrace, out of place, fold into, glance, look like, 

pick up, intense, capture, head (v), delight 

 

 

P1 Listening and Speaking Activities 

1 Introduction of functions 

Aims:  

Introducing the functions of asking about and expressing impressions 

 

�  Introduce the new functions by asking the students to talk about their impressions of 

the following people.  

a. their college president 

b. a local political figure 

c. a well-known pop star 

 

�  Encourage the students to respond to teacher’s questions such as 

a. What do you think of …?  

b. How does his performance strike you?  

c. Are you impressed with his/her speech?  

 

�  Demonstrate the functional sentences on the blackboard with suitable explanations.  

Sometimes he seems strange, doesn’t he?  

We are impressed by his speech. 

His new hairstyle looks awful,, but his performance is wonderful.   

 

2 Listen and speak 

Aims:  

Learning to understand the functions in the guided listening comprehension 

 

�  Have the students read the questions.  

�  Play the tape recording or read the conversation script for Gossiping about a colleague 

to the class.  

�  Have the students answer the questions.  
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�  Check the answers with explanation.  

 

Answers 

1. b  2. a  3. a  4. c 

 

3 Try to speak more 

Aims:  

Practicing talking about impressions about people, places and objects through the guided 

conversation 

 

�  Unlike the conversation in Book 1, the conversation in Book 2 does not require 

accurate reproductions of the key sentences of important structures. The exercise is 

more focused on the message than on correct sentences. Allow students some freedom 

if they like to improvise, but wild deviations should be corrected immediately. If the 

students are constructing sentences on the basis of the translation from Chinese, 

correct them by advising them to follow the structures in the model conversation. If 

students prefer to write down their down conversations in the preparation stage, 

encourage them do so but warn them against reading word for word in the classroom 

practical.  

 

�  Have the students practice the conversation by reading it aloud.  

�  Briefly explain the following expressions.  

check in: ��������  (boarding pass) 

see somebody off: say goodbye to someone 

turn up: appear; arrive 

let somebody down: disappoint somebody 

he’s nowhere to be found: People can not find him.  

Oh, that sounds interesting: Sue shows reserved disagreement in opinion.  

 

�  Have the students make their own conversation by using the cues.  

�  Briefly explain the following expressions if necessary.  

be unimpressed by him: not find him unusually memorable or special 

�  Have the students present their conversation to the class.  

�  Comment on their conversation.  

 

Extra work for practicing the functions 

 

�  Photocopy the following worksheet to the class for writing and speaking.  

Worksheet 

Talking about your impressions 

Work with your partner on any one of the 

following topics.  

1. What is your impression of the scenic 

spot in the picture?  

  

Where is the view?  

When did you visit it? 

What do you think of it?  

What are its characteristics?  

Do you want to revisit it in the future?  
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2. What is your impression of the student’s dormitory in the picture?  

 

 

3. What is your impression of a school building on your campus?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is your impression of a city you have visited?  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this a dorm for boy or girl?  

Where is it?  

How many students share this dorm?  

What amenities are there in the dorm?  

What are the rules for the people living in this dorm?  

What is your general impression at first sight? 

 

Insert a picture here.  

����������

� !  

Where is the building located?  

What are its prominent features?  

What is the building used for?  

Do you know the history of the building? 

What was your first impression when you saw it?  

Insert a city picture 

����"#$�  

$% !  

Where is the city located?  

When did you visit it? 

What are its major characteristics?  

What impressed you most when you first saw it?  

Do you wish to revisit it in future?  
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�  Have the students work in pairs on the above worksheet.  

�  Have them present their work orally based on their written work.  

�  Comment on the students’ presentation both in language and content.  

�  Collect the students’ written work for correction and marking.  

 

4 Make your own dialogue 

Aims:  

Practicing talking about impressions in less guided and hypothetical situations 

 

Task 1 

�  Have the students work in pairs.  

�  Get the students to prepare their conversation for class presentation.  

�  Change the name of the new teacher (Mr. Johnson) to anyone who is familiar to the 

class if the circumstances permit. Then encourage them to adjust their conversation 

accordingly.  

�  Have them present their conversation to the class.   

�  Comment on the students’ presentation.  

 

 

Task 2 

�  Have the students work individually on the task.  

�  Encourage them to draft answers to the questions. Provide the necessary vocabulary to 

the class if it is needed.  

 

lamppost  pavement  suitcase  backpack  bulging overstuffed traffic

 roadside    

 

searching the suitcase for something  oblivious to the busy traffic on the street 

on a journey 

 

�  Have the students present their story to the class.  

�  Comment on the students’ presentation.  

 

5 What are they for?  

Aims: 

Learning extra expressions for talking about one’s impressions 

 

�  Have the students work in pairs.  

�  Have one student read the functions and the others give the actual words spoken.  

�  Check the answers.  

 

Answers 

1. c 
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2. a 

3. e 

4. d 

5. g 

6. f 

7. b 

 

6 If you want to learn more 

Aims:  

Learning more advanced expressions for talking about impressions 

 

�  Have the students work individually on the matching exercise.  

�  Have the student read the sentences out loud. 

�  Check the answers for the class.  

 

Answers 

a. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7 

b. 5, 9 

c. 3, 8, 10 

 

Quotable Quote 

Aims:  

Learning to understand and talk about how love is given and felt in life through small 

things by learning the saying about Coca-Cola 

 

About Coke:  

Coke is short for Coca-Cola, one of the most famous soft drinks in the world. For more 

information, photocopy the following story about coca-Cola for the class. Encourage the 

students to find the answer to the question, why do we consider coke a by-product of 

something else?   

 

 

 

 

 

The Story of Coca-Cola 

 

The Coca-Cola company started about 110 years ago as a small, insignificant one-man 

business. Since then, it has grown into one of the largest companies in the world. 

Coca-Cola was invented by Dr. John Pemberton, an Atlanta pharmacist. He concocted the 

formula in a brass kettle in his backyard on May 8, 1886 by mixing lime, cinnamon, coca 

leaves, and the seeds of a Brazilian shrub. Coca-Cola, as he called the beverage, made its 

debut in Atlanta's largest pharmacy, Jacob's Pharmacy, as a five-cent non-carbonated drink. 

Later on, the carbonated water was added to the syrup to make the beverage that we know 

today. 
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Coca-Cola was originally used as a nerve and brain tonic and a medical elixir. 

Coca-Cola was named by Frank Robinson, one of Pemberton's close friends; he also 

penned the famous Coca-Cola logo in unique script. Dr. John Pemberton sold a portion of 

the Coca-Cola company to Asa Candler. He was forced to sell because he was in a state of 

poor health and was in debt. He had paid $76.96 for advertising, but he only made $50.00 

in profits.  

In time, Candler acquired the whole company for $2,300. Candler achieved a lot 

during his time as owner of the company. On January 31, 1893, the famous Coca-Cola 

formula was patented. His great achievement was large scale bottling of Coca-Cola in 1899. 

Coca-Cola was sold later to Ernest Woodruff for 25 million dollars, who later gave 

Coca-Cola to his son Robert Woodruff.  

Robert Woodruff made Coca-Cola available through vending machines in 1929. He 

started advertising on the radio in the 1930s and on television in 1950. He improved 

efficiency at every step of the manufacturing process. Woodruff also increased productivity 

by improving the sales department, emphasizing quality control, and beginning large-scale 

advertising and promotional campaigns. Woodruff made Coke available in every state of 

the Union through the soda fountain. For all of these achievements he earned the name, 

"The Boss". 

Today, Coca-Cola is one of the best-known trademarks in the world, and is sold in 

about one hundred and forty countries to 5.8 billion people in eighty different languages. 

This is why Coca-Cola is the largest soft drink company in the world. Coca-Cola is worth 

more than 58 billion dollars on the stock market.  

 

Questions 

Have you found the answer to the question?  

Why do we say coke was a byproduct of something else?  

 

 

Suggested activity for teaching the saying 

�  Organize the class discussion about the following question.  

What may the following event result directly or indirectly?  

a. Your mother gets up in the middle of the night to see if your clothes are ready. 

b. Your father asked you to show good manners at the table.  

c. The teacher wanted to keep you after school because you did not finish your 

work. 

d. The traffic police insisted that you park your car in the right location.  

e. The school wants everyone to go through rigorous training in academic 

subjects.  

f. Your parents paid a lot of money for you to attend a piano lesson.  

 

P2 Reading Comprehension and Language Activities 

Aims:  

Learning to understand and talk about love in life through reading, discussion, and 

task-based activities 

Learning the expressions set forth in the objectives of this unit 
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Pre-reading Tasks 

�  Present the pre-reading tasks for discussion.  

�  Explain the expressions about one’s feelings and emotions in the box.  

�  Have the students talk about their experience of seeing a friend off or how they felt 

when their friends/parents saw them off.  

�  Explain the terms/expressions related to air travel.  

�  Have the students read the text and answer the general questions to check reading 

comprehension.  

a. What lesson did the narrator learn from the experience of waiting for her 

flight in the airport?  

(Answer for reference)  

Those little things such as seeing someone off or meeting somebody at the 

airport are important moments in life. They reflect deep love between human 

beings.  

b. Do you agree that if life is just like a journey, dying is not frightening any 

more with someone to see you off or meet with you at the other end?  

(Answer for reference) 

Probably yes. Our uncertainties about the unknown future are always a 

source of fear in our life. We will feel much better about our life if we know 

someone dear to us is always with us.   

 

�  Organize discussion of the questions in Comprehension work.  

 

In Book 2, the questions in this section should be handled in the same manner as that 

in Book 1. While students are giving responses to the questions, put the key points as 

the gist of the story or the framework of the text on the blackboard. These notes, in 

turn, could be used as cues for the students’ reproduction of the story.  

 

There is no need to go through all the questions listed below. Choose the ones that are 

considered necessary for helping the students understand the story.  

 

A  Questions for discussion 

1. At the airport, how do people usually behave in the final moments before their 

loved ones arrive or depart?  

Suggested points 

�  When they are waiting for or seeing someone off at an airport, people are 

usually pacing, nervous, looking at one another, touching and not touching. 

The emotion is intense.  

2. How is the Spanish-speaking woman expressing her emotion before her son 

leaves?  

Suggested points 

�  Her voice is high-pitched. She hugs her son, giving him a powerful embrace 

that should protect him until he returns.  
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3. What happens to the waiting people and the arrivals when they finally meet at the 

airport?  

Suggested points 

�  When people finally meet, there are tears and smiles, pure delight ringing in 

the laughter of seeing someone who has been gone.  

 

4. Who is the narrator going to visit? Why is she waiting alone?  

 

Suggested points 

�  The narrator is going to visit her daughter. Her husband has a different 

schedule, and her daughter is going to meet her at the other end of the 

journey.  

 

5. Has the narrator had a similar experience of waiting for someone she loves?  

How did she act when she once met her daughter who was returning home?  

Suggested points 

�  Yes, she had a similar experience of waiting at an airport for her daughter 

who was in her first year at university coming home for a holiday. When the 

narrator met her daughter at the airport, she wrapped herself around her as 

if she had been lost to her.  

 

6. Who are really seeing her off and waiting for her at the moment she is leaving?  

Suggested points 

�  The narrator thinks that her husband at work is wondering if she has left, 

and her daughter is wondering about the same thing at the other end. They 

are really seeing her off and waiting for her.  

 

7. What does the narrator remember as she heads toward the place?  

Suggested points 

�  She is recalling another arrival and departure. When she was a newlywed, 

her 91-year-old grandfather died. Returning from his funeral, she arrived at 

the airport crying. Her husband was waiting at the gate to take her in his 

arms.  

 

8. What conclusion does the narrator draw from her observation? What are her 

wishes? 

Suggested points 

�  She concludes that life needs to be this important all the time. She wishes all 

the people who go on a journey could come back to find someone waiting for 

them, and wishes they could leave with someone to see them off. If dying is 

like this, a passage, then she isn’t afraid any more..  

 

Notes: 
1. boarding: getting on an airplane. Usually, passengers should first check in 

and then take a boarding card which indicates the seat number of the 
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airplane. 
2. The moment is charged: The moment is loaded with emotion. 
3. poignant: giving you feelings of sadness 
4. The arrivals fold into the mix of people: The arrivals come into the crowds 

and join the waiting people as if different cooking ingredients were being 
mixed up. The expression fold in/into was originally used in cooking to 
mean to blend cooking ingredients into a mixture by gentle turning. 

5. because the ones I love have a different schedule from mine: The ones refer 
to the narrator’s husband and daughter, neither of whom is seeing her off at 
the moment she is leaving 

6. backpack: a sack or pack to be carried on one’s back during a trip 
7. oblivious: not noticing something or not knowing about it 
8. carry-on: luggage carried on the plane by the passenger 
9. newlywed: a man or a woman who has not been married for very long 
 

 

B Retell the text using the following cues.  

�  Assign the students to complete the task for homework.  

 

C Activity 

Make Observations 

The narrator notices many small things happening in the airport as an expression of love 

between people. Have you also noticed acts of love around your life? Make a comparison 

between Chinese and American styles of showing love in the places of meeting and 

departure.  

 

�  Photocopy the following worksheet for the class.  

Worksheet 

1. Describe the acts of love in sufficient details noticed or experienced by the narrator in 

the story.  

a. _____________________________________________________________ 

b. _____________________________________________________________ 

c. _____________________________________________________________ 

d. _____________________________________________________________ 

e. _____________________________________________________________ 

f. _____________________________________________________________ 

g. _____________________________________________________________ 

h. _____________________________________________________________ 

2. Describe the acts of love in sufficient details observed or experienced by you in your 

life.  

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Answers for reference 

Worksheet 

3. Describe the acts of love in sufficient details noticed or experienced by the narrator in 

the story.  

a. A Spanish-speaking woman gathering her family for a goodbye 

b. A grandmother and grandson waiting to be picked up  

c. A mother holding a baby kissing goodbye to her husband 

d. Poignant shouting of people during meeting 

e. Tears and smiles in the laughter of seeing someone who has been gone 

f. Thinking of her daughter and husband in waiting and departure 

g. The joyful moment of the meeting between a little boy and his grandfather 

h. Her husband taking her in arms when she was distraught from the grief of losing 

her grandfather 

4. Describe the acts of love in sufficient details observed or experienced by you in your 

life.  

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2  Language work 

Aims:  

Practicing and learning the vocabulary and phrases set forth in the objectives of this unit 

 

A  Fill in the following blanks with the words or phrases from the text.  

�  Get the students to complete the work in pairs.  

�  Have the students report their work.  

�  Explain the expressions that are confusing to the students.  

�  Check the answers. 

 

Answers 

1. charged, scan, schedule, glance 
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2. embrace, boarding, dampen, pacing, capture, poignant 

3. pick up, corridor, unrelated 

4. heading toward, carry-ons 

5. high-pitched, wrap, hold into, delight 

 

B  Rewrite the following sentences with the expressions in the box. 

�  Get the students to work individually.  

�  Have 3 or 4 students to demonstrate their work by writing the sentences on board.  

�  Comment on the work.  

 

Answers for reference 

1. When the rescue operation began, military troops immediately headed toward the 

earthquake site. 

2. Since her children are still in the kindergarten, the mother must first pick them up on 

her way home. 

3. It’s after three o’clock now. But she was supposed to meet me here at two o’clock.  

4. When his friends talk about modern paintings, Mr. Smith keeps silent and feels out of 

place because he knows little about the subject.  

5. The boy, with his eyes fixed on the screen, was completely oblivious to the knocks at 

the door.  

6. When the mother learned the news that her son had failed in the university entrance 

examination, she took him in her arms and encouraged him to try again.  

7. When waiting for the train in the subway, many passengers usually buy a newspaper 

and glance at the headlines.  

 

 

C Word study 

a.  

�  Have the students study the five expressions together with the example sentences 

in Exercise b.  

�  Have the students give Chinese interpretations of the term based on the example 

sentences. Notice the relation between the verb and the phrases. (See highlighted 

parts in the following answers.) 

 

b.  

�  Have the students work individually on Exercise b.  

�  For each expression, have the students work on one sentence out of the three 

prompts.  

�  Have the students demonstrate their work to the class either by reading their 

sentences to the class or writing them on board.  

 

 

Sentences for reference 

1. a. Students sat in circles talking to each other about what they had seen during the 

summer vacation.  
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c. The flowers grow in circles waving in the gentle breeze. 

d. The child was running in circles in the square playing hide-and –seek with his 

mother.  

 

2. a. The man in a sport jacket standing next to me, asked “Anybody here?” as if he saw 

nobody in the office.  

b. The girl, next to the window, jumped up suddenly as if being shocked by electricity.  

c. The old wooden bridge, next to the temple, stood over the river as if telling us the 

history of this little mountain village.  

 

3. a. I was wondering how one could record that solemn moment in words.  

b. I was wondering how one could express that emotion in words.  

c. I was wondering how he could describe this magnificent view in words.  

 

 

P3 Extended Activities 

Aims:  

Learning to understand and talk about love in ordinary people’s life through reading, 

discussion and other activities 

Practicing talking about milestones in one’s life through vocabulary exercise, writing and 

cultural studies 

Reviewing English grammar about the use of every, no, not, none, and each  

  

1 Dictation 

�  Read the script of the dictation to the class.  

�  Have the students report the gist.  

�  Read the script again and have the students take notes.  

�  Have the students recover the script based on their notes.  

 

Script of the Dictation 

We all hope for a better life, to be happier one day. However hopeful we may be, events do 

come that dash our fondest hopes and cause us to lose heart. We may be in low spirits for 

quite some time, but we take heart again. We start looking forward to the future; there is a 

ray of hope, however faint. Hopes are important to us since they can relieve our feelings of 

frustration and give us courage to face the future. We believe that where there is life, there 

is hope. Let’s hold on to it until our hopes become a reality.  

 

Note:  

take heart: be encouraged 

 

2  Read more 

�  Have the students read the story individually.  

�  Have the students answer a general question about the theme of the story to check their 

comprehension. (See note 2 below about the central idea of the story.) 

�  Present the notes below to the class.  
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�  Have the students read the story again and complete the True/False/Not Mentioned 

exercise.  

�  Check the answers.  

 

Notes 

1. About the author: Barbara L. Greenberg was born in Boston, Massachusetts, the state 

in which she lives. She has taught creative writing programs. She has published both 

poetry and short stories.  

2. The theme of the story; it is a universal theme, the struggle between parents and 

children, as children grow up and become at once more demanding and more 

independent.  

3. show you their teeth: (The children) grow older, hence increasingly independent. 

4. resort to torture: (The children) will have to struggle to find the answers by 

experiencing hardship in life, or the children may force the answers out of their parents 

by persistently pestering them. The meaning of this sentence is open to debate.  

 

True/False/Not Mentioned 

 

Answers 

1. F 

2. T 

3. NM 

4. F 

5. T 

6. T 

7. T 

8. T 

 

Activities 

�  Have the students work on one of the three questions.  

 

 

Activity for Question 1 

�  Introduce the following task on the board.  

List three things that you think are important in your life.  

For example,  

birth, graduating from high school, finding a girlfriend/boyfriend  

�  Have the students present their list and reach consensus on an agreed list.  

 

Activity for Question 2 

�  Introduce the following task on the board. 

List at least three things in your life that are considered torture for you.  

For example,  

Waiting for the result of the examination  
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�  Have the students discuss and reach consensus for the worst torture for students 

in the class.  

 

Activity for Question 3 

�  For Activity 3, introduce the following task.  

Study the following list and comment on why the children are not satisfied. Then 

propose the things that may satisfy them.  

 

Things considered important by the mother Why is it not satisfactory to the 

children?  

1. There are six continents and five oceans. 

2. A little information about gender. 

3. Be true to yourself. 

4. Mind your manners. 

5. Conventional wisdom in sayings such as 

dawn will follow the dark, the tide will 

come in, the grass will be renewed, and 

every dog will have its day. 

6. Moral education such as The Little 

Soldier whose right arm grew back 

again.  

7. Knowledge of the Evil and Good, pain 

and gain, etc. 

8. Hard facts of life such as their parents 

will die one day. 

 

Your proposed list:  

 

 

 

 

 

3  Grammar work 

�  Have the students work individually.  

�  Check the answers 

Answers 

1. Original: John and Mary are friends and the both like classical music. 

Correct: John and Mary are friends and both like classical music. 

 

2. Original: No one of us think so. 

Correct: None of us think so. 

 

3. Original: Tom was no where to be found. His teacher looked everywhere for him but in      

vain. 

   Correct: Tom was nowhere to be found. His teacher looked everywhere for him, but in 

vain. 
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4. Original: Every one of the children in the United States is to receive some form of     

education.  

 Correct: Every child in the United States is to receive some form of     

education.  

 

5. Original: Every sex has its own physical characteristics.  

Correct: Each sex has its own physical characteristics. 

 

6. Original: Each my aunts gave me gifts for Christmas. 

Correct: Each of  my aunts gave me gifts for Christmas. 

 

7. Original: The house he lives in is half mile away. 

Correct: The house he lives in is half a mile away. 

  

8. Original: The police have each reason to believe that he is the murderer.  

Correct: The police have every reason to believe that he is the murderer. 

 

 

4  Word formation 

�  Introduce the grammatical note about the roles of suffix “-en” in word formation.  

�  Have the students work on the word formation of the given vocabulary in the box.  

�  Have the students complete the blank-filling work.  

�  Have the students report their results.  

 

Answers 

1. sharpened 

2. darkened 

3. ashen 

4. earthen 

5. softening 

6. strengthen 

7. lightens 

8. sweetened 

9. hardens 

10. fastened 

 

5  Vocabulary work 

�  Have the students study the word list in pairs.  

�  Check if the class understands the vocabulary.  

�  Give explanation if necessary.  

�  Have the students work individually.  

�  Have the students report verbally the classification.  

 

Answers for reference 
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The milestones of life 

Birth Marriage Death 

nappy 

pram 

pregnant 

godmother 

christening 

have a baby 

maternity leave 

wedding 

bouquet 

honeymoon 

get engaged 

bride 

bridegroom 

get divorced 

exchange rings 

grave 

grief 

wreath 

bury 

mourners 

coffin 

funeral 

sympathy 

widower 

bouquet 

 

 

6  Translation 

 

�  Have the students work individually. 

�  Have two or three students demonstrate their work by writing on the board.  

�  Comment on the students’ work.  

 

Translation for reference 

 

1. I don’t like to see people off at the railway station.  

2. The company is giving a farewell party for you on Monday evening. A car will pick 

you up at your hotel at half past seven.  

3. She was so excited that she couldn’t help giving me a warm embrace.  

4. I never succeed in overcoming the sense of being out of place.  

5. She glanced round the room to see who was there.  

6. His big shoes look like small boats.  

7. You should fold the eggs into the flour instead of doing it in the opposite way.  

 

 

7  Writing 

a. What are the important things in life? 

�  Have the students work individually.  

�  Check their writing by having one or two students demonstrate their 

work on board.  

�  Comment on both content and language.  

 

b. Write about your feelings the first time you left home for college, or about 

how parents accompany their children to college.  

�  Have a class discussion to produce a list of the adjectives for their feelings.  

Suggested wordlist or vocabulary:  

Joyful longing for the beginning of a new life 

sentimental about leaving parents 
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grateful to school teachers and parents for many years of education 

apprehensive about the unknown future at college 

feel uncertain about independent life at college 

eager to leave home for college 

etc.  

 

�  Have the students discuss to produce a list of the things they do before 

leaving home. 

Suggested wordlist or vocabulary: 

having a party in celebration 

visiting relatives and friends to say goodbye 

making phone calls to the people in distant places 

receiving gifts from friends or relatives 

shopping with the family (clothes, backpacks, beddings such as comforters*duvet 

in British English*, pillows etc.) 

having a talk with parents (listening to their lecture again!) 

 

�  Have the students discuss their feelings when doing the activities listed 

above.  

�  Link the adjectives in the first list to the activities in the second list.  

�  Set the task as homework for the class.  

 

 

Cultural Information 

Traditional Western Wedding (I) 

Aims:  

Learning to understand the customs of western wedding 

 

�  Have the students read the passage.  

�  Get them to complete the following task.  

 

Task for Cultural Information 

List the details that you did not know before reading the passage.  

 

1. _________________________ 

2. _________________________ 

3. _________________________ 

4. etc.. 

 

Preparing for Speaking Test (TEM 2) 
�  Photocopy the following worksheet for the students to prepare for Oral 

English Test for TEM 2.  
 
Worksheet 
Listen and Retell 
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Listen to the story on the tape. You will be allowed to listen twice. Try to get the 
whole story in the first time. When you listen again, take notes in the following 
space. Then you will be given three minutes to prepare for retelling the story.  
 

 

 
Script of the story 
 

Idioms, proverbs, and sayings are an important part of the language and 
culture of a society. They are often hard to understand, especially idioms, and 
harder to use correctly. However, their proper use in a language is often a mark 
of a person’s command of the language. Speech or writing without them lacks 
color and is uninteresting, but overuse or improper use makes the language 
sound unnatural. It is often said that nothing marks a foreigner more than his 
unnecessary use of idioms.  

Here is a story about a foreign student in America. She was sitting by a 
window one day reading a book. Suddenly, she heard someone shouting “Look 
out!”, so she stuck her head out of the window. Just then, a heavy board fell 
down from the above, almost hitting her on the head! She looked up, half in 
anger, half in fright. There was a man on the roof doing some repairs. “Didn’t 
you hear me call ’Look out’”? He asked. “Yes, and that’s what I did,” she 
replied. 

Whether true or not, the story tells us a problem with idioms. Idioms are 
almost impossible to understand from the meaning of the individual words. And 
with English idioms, even the same words may have different meanings, as in 
the story. So, a student should learn not to look down upon idioms just because 
they are made up of simple and easy words. (234 words) 
 

 

 

 
Assessment 
�  Organize a short session of reflection on what the students have learned in 

this unit.  
�  Photocopy the Self-Assessment Worksheet at the end of the book for the 

students.  

Your may write your notes here while listening:  
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